CHAPTER XXXV
THE THIRD FRENCH REPUBLIC
1871-1879
§ 153. the commune.—The National Assembly which had
been elected to accept Bismarck's peace-terms on behalf of the
French nation (§ 152) met at Bordeaux on i4th February 1871.
The majority of the deputies were monarchists—either " Legi-
timists," who favoured the old line of kings in the person of the
Comte de Chambord, or " Orleanists," who wanted the soa of
Louis-Philippe on the throne. Yet neither of these claimants
had much support in the nation. The real reason for the
monarchist majority was that the fiery Gambetta'had urged the
electors to vote for republican candidates opposed to the
acceptance of the German terms. The nation as a whole wanted
peace at almost any price; and as to vote for republicans seemed
like voting for more war, they voted for monarchists.
In any case such questions had to be postponed until more
urgent matters had been settled. So the Assembly accepted
for the time being the Republic proclaimed in Paris on the fall
of the Empire (§ 150); and nominated Thiers, the veteran
statesman who had been in the public eye for forty years,
as " Chief of the Executive Power."
After ratifying the preliminaries of peace, the Assembly
moved to Versailles. This was a snub for Paris, which had been
the seat of government ever since 1789 ; but the vast majority
of the deputies represented provincial France, and distrusted
the capital from which had come so many revolutions, clamours
for war, and national miseries. This distrust was intensified by
the excited, restless spirit of working-class Parisians. The
privations of the siege, when thousands had died of hunger and
cold, had left the survivors in a state of feverish irresponsibility.
In this mood they were carried away by Socialist agitators,
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